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Species  
 

There are various species, or types, of hardwood plywood. While we can't go into detail about 
every species, we can highlight a few of the most popular species that we offer here at AWP 
including alder, birch, cherry, maple, red oak, walnut, and hickory. 

 

• Alder—available plain sliced, alder is a species of hardwood plywood with a reddish hue. Alder 
wood usually has 'burls,' which are twists in the wood grain, and 'knots,' which are parts of a 
tree limb that become embedded in the plywood. Alder wood is most often used for millwork and 
cabinetry purposes. 

 

• Red Oak—a prime example of hardwood, red oak is available quarter sawn, plain sliced, or 
rotary cut. Red oak wood has several uses—it can be used to make various types of furniture, 
cabinets, and more! Red oak occasionally has a flaky appearance, and it tends to be a pink or 
reddish-brown color. 

https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Alder
https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Red+Oak


 

• Birch—like alder, birch is a species of hardwood plywood that is great for building cabinetry. 
Unlike alder, birch wood is available in rotary cuts. Birch wood usually has a tan or yellow color, 
and it sometimes has a reddish tone to it. In addition to cabinetry, it can be used for furniture, 
decorative veneer, or as a painting surface. 

 

• Walnut—available plain sliced, walnut is a fitting option for those working on cabinetry and 
furniture. It has a smooth and stable surface, and is typically a tannish-brown color. 

 

• Cherry—another excellent choice for cabinetry purposes, cherry is a type of hardwood 
plywood that comes in a beautiful pink or reddish-brown color. It's available plain sliced, and it 
may have burls and knots. It is not uncommon for cherry hardwood plywood to have a heavy 
flare or chevron pattern, making it a great option for those working on architectural millwork, 
mouldings, and furniture. 

https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Birch
https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Walnut
https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Cherry


 

• Hickory—hickory is a type of hardwood plywood that is typically a pale yellow or light brown 
color. It has a variety of uses, including paneling, millwork, and more. It is available plain sliced. 

 

• Maple—maple, another popular species of hardwood plywood, is similar to birch in that it is 
great for building furniture. One perk of natural maple is that it tends to have a tight and smooth 
surface, making it a great option for a painting surface. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Hickory
https://www.menards.com/main/building-materials/panel-products/specialty-panels/hardwood-panels/c-13334.htm?Spec_WoodSpecies_facet=Maple


Grades 

 The grade of a panel of wood essentially represents the quality of the lumber. Below is a basic 
rundown of the various face grades of hardwood plywood. 

 

 

 

 

You'll likely come across some grades that are followed by a number. For example, you may 
notice that a panel of plywood is rated 'A1.' While the letter 'A' represents the face grade, the 
number '1' represents the back grade.  



 
• 1—this is the highest back grade possible for hardwood plywood. Grade-1 wood won't have 
any large knots, but it may have some color variation and/or small, tight knots. Any and all worm 
holes are filled.  
 
• 2—color isn't a concern with this back grade! Larger knots are allowed in grade-2 wood, but 
the knots do not exceed a diameter of 3/4". 
 
• 3—this back grade allows knot holes with a diameter of 1", but it is still considered to be in 
sound condition.  
 
• 4—this back grade is not considered sound. It allows a vast amount of defects. 

Core Types 

The 'core' of a piece of plywood refers to any substrate that has a wood veneer ply (i.e. face or 
back) applied to it with an adhesive. There are different types of cores including veneer core, 
medium-density fiberboard (MDF), and pro-core.  
 
• Veneer Core (VC)—veneer cores are made by pressing the layers, or 'plies,' of core veneers 
into panel sheets in such a way that the layers are adjacent and the grain directions are sloping 
at a right angle to each other. Veneer cores are pretty light compared to other cores, but they 
are super strong. They also exhibit more variation in thickness.  
 
• Medium-Density Fiberboard (MDF)—medium-density fiberboard, often abbreviated MDF, is a 
stable, engineered wood product made out of wood fibers. MDF has a smooth, dense, and flat 
surface that is free of voids, grain patterns, and knots. MDF cores are the best to use for thin 
applications, and they also work very well in machines.  
 
• Pro-Core—pro-core is made up of a veneer core interior and MDF cross bands—'cross band' 
referring to a ply in the panel that has a grain orientation at a right angle to the face and back of 
the veneer core. The veneer core interior offers versatility and light weight, and the MDF inner 
plies work well as a laminating surface because they are smooth, stable, and strong.  

https://www.menards.com/main/find.html?find=veneer+core&sf_categoryHierarchy=Building+Materials_5640%7EPanel+Products_5696%7ESpecialty+Panels_13324%7EHardwood+Panels_13334
https://www.menards.com/main/find.html?find=MDF&sf_categoryHierarchy=Building+Materials_5640%7EPanel+Products_5696%7ESpecialty+Panels_13324%7EHardwood+Panels_13334
https://www.menards.com/main/find.html?find=pro+core&sf_categoryHierarchy=Building+Materials_5640%7EPanel+Products_5696%7ESpecialty+Panels_13324%7EHardwood+Panels_13334


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


